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DRAFT  
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF PERSONALLY OWNED VEHICLE PARKING 
FOR THE 113TH WING, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AIR NATIONAL GUARD AT 

JOINT BASE ANDREWS-NAVAL AIR FACILITY (JBA) 
WASHINGTON, MARYLAND 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Proposed Action and the No Action Alternative were assessed in the attached 
Supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA). A Supplemental EA has been prepared to 
evaluate the Proposed Action and the No Action Alternative. Resources considered in the 
impact analysis include water resources and biological resources. This Supplemental EA 
examines the potential impacts on the environment from the Proposed Action, which was not 
specifically addressed in the Environmental Assessment for FY07-11 BRAC Construction 
Requirements at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland September 2007 and associated FONSI, but 
is consistent with the assessed installation development actions. In accordance with the Council 
on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations on implementing the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA), this Supplemental EA for the construction of a POV parking facility as part of the 
District of Columbia Air National Guard 113th Wing (DC ANG) will be “tiered” to the approved 
Environmental Assessment for FY07-11 BRAC Construction Requirements at Andrews Air Force 
Base, Maryland September 2007. 
 
PURPOSE OF AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION 
 
The purpose of the proposed action is to support the current and future demand of the DC ANG 
training and security actions within the National Capital Region (NCR). Current parking facilities 
within the license area afforded to the DC ANG cannot support the present staffing and the 
present parking configuration does not comply with UFC 4-010-01, DoD Minimum Antiterrorism 
Standards for Buildings, 9 February 2012. Changes needed to implement these standards 
require reconfiguration of existing facilities to provide a minimum standoff distance buffer zone 
(Appendix B: Section B-1.1: Standoff Distances). This change will significantly lessen the already 
insufficient parking facilities and thus, will not provide adequate facilities for of all of the 
required personnel. Currently 577 weekday personnel and 1197 weekend personnel must 
report for duty. Increased staffing due to BRAC activity will be augmenting these numbers. This 
Supplemental EA is tiered to the approved Environmental Assessment for FY07-11 BRAC 
Construction Requirements at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland September 2007. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Under the Proposed Action, DC ANG would construct a satellite parking facility on a 2.6 acre 
wooded site south of its designated license area. The Proposed Action would provide 138 
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parking spaces for use by DC ANG personnel. This facility will replace 138 of the 155 parking 
spaces lost due to reconfiguration existing site to meet current appropriate antiterrorism 
standards, as outlined in UFC 4-010-01, DoD Minimum Antiterrorism Standards for Buildings, 9 
February 2012 
 
NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE 
 
Under the No Action Alternative, the satellite parking facility would not be built. DC ANG would 
not be able to construct additional parking and a significant number of essential personnel 
would be unable to efficiently access base facilities for daily and emergency activities.  The No 
Action Alternative would be an infeasible alternative as the DC ANG would not be able to meet 
its primary objectives.  
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT ELIMINATED FROM FURTHER CONSIDERATION 
 
The necessity of the proposed action for construction of a new satellite parking facility (as 
stated above) resulted from newly imposed limitations set forth by the DoD Minimum 
Antiterrorism Standards. A planning review of the DC ANG license area and areas within a 
reasonably distanced outside radius, provided no alternative sites for evaluation. Constraints 
within the evaluated radius area included the ‘Pathfinder Fence’. Parking of non-government 
vehicles is not permitted within the Pathfinder Fence. The appropriate antiterrorism standards 
also constrain all surrounding buildings by diminishing their existing parking facilities. The area 
surrounding the DC ANG is at present completely developed, with the exception of the 
aforementioned wooded site to the south of the license area. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Analysis performed in the Supplemental EA addressed potential effects of construction and 
development on water and biological resources. The analysis indicates that implementing the 
Proposed Action would have no significant direct or indirect cumulative effects on the quality of 
the natural or human environment.  Additionally, wetland and forest resources would be 
minimally impacted by the Proposed Action but mitigation efforts will be employed to alleviate 
any future degradation. 
 

Impacts Assessment 
 
The Proposed Action: 

• Is consistent with the current comprehensive development plan for JBA 
• Does not impact farmland 
• Does not impact neighborhoods, communities, or recreation areas 
• Does not impact traffic safety 
• Does not impact air quality 
• Does not affect noise levels 
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• Does not significantly affect wildlife or threatened or endangered species 
• Does not impact historic or archeological preservation 
• Does not impact floodplain 
• Does not impact hazardous waste sites 
• Is in compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations 
• Impacts wetlands and forests (see below) 

 
NOTICE OF WETLAND INVOLVEMENT 
 
As guided by Executive Order (EO) 11990, Protection of Wetlands, and Air Force Instruction 
(AFI) 32-7064, 17 September 2004, Integrated Natural Resources Management, the U.S. Air 
Force (USAF) hereby provides notice of the potential for wetland impacts within wetlands 
associated with Piscataway Creek, which flows into Patuxent River. Jurisdictional wetland 
buffers within the project area, occur within the limits of disturbance (LOD) of the proposed 
parking facility.  Actual wetlands occur adjacent to the proposed site, outside the project area, 
to the south and west. The wetland presently receives overland flow, discharge from SWM 
pipes, and water from several culverts. Impacts to this wetland buffer would occur as a result of 
the construction of the proposed parking facility. In addition, impacts to the wetlands could 
occur due to landform modifications, which may, but it is not anticipated to, impede flow from 
sources feeding these wetlands. This impact is to wetland buffer and not the actual wetland.  
 
Permanent loss of wetland acreage would require a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Clean Water 
Act (CWA) Section 404(b) permit. The USAF is committed to mitigating the loss of the wetland 
area through either creation of a similar feature nearby, or enhancing the existing wetlands, as 
required. Permitting would be determined based on negotiations between JBA, DC ANG and 
the MDE. As previously stated, the plan does not currently impact the surrounding wetlands so 
no mitigation would be required with the proposed action. 
 
NOTICE OF FOREST INVOLVEMENT 
 
As guided by the AFI 32-7064, 17 September 2004, Integrated Natural Resources Management, 
and the Revised Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (2006-2011) for AAFB, any 
removal of trees must be mitigated. Construction of the 113 ANG parking lot would result in the 
long-term loss of less than 2.0 acres of mixed hardwood forest. The size of the forested area to 
be cleared represents a negligible (<0.0001) percentage of the remaining forest cover within 
the State of Maryland (MDNR 2003) and a negligible (<0.003) percentage of forest cover at JBA. 
Following project implementation, JBA would replace 60 percent of the lost forest canopy for 
the construction of the parking lot per Joint Base Andrews Environmental Protection Standards 
for Contracts.  
 
Based on the Andrews AFB 2007d standard, replacement trees must be native species, with a 2-
5 inch caliper, and would be arranged in stands similar to those removed. Additionally, the 
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project will meet or exceed regulations required by the State of Maryland Forest Conservation 
Act (per AFB 2007d).  
 
PUBLIC REVIEW AND INTERAGENCY COORDINATION 
 
Federal, state, and local agencies listed in Appendix A of the Supplemental EA were contacted 
for comment on the Proposed Action. Agency comments were included in the analysis. Based 
on the provisions set forth in the Proposed Action, all activities were found to comply with the 
criteria or standards of environmental quality and coordinated with the appropriate federal, 
state, and local agencies. A draft of this FONSI was made available to the public. Additionally, 
copies of the draft FONSI were forwarded to federal, state, and local agencies for review and 
comment. 
 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 
Based on the information and analysis presented in the EA conducted in accordance with the 
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act, the Council on Environmental Quality 
regulations, implementing regulations set forth in 32 Code of Federal Regulations 989 
(Environmental Impact Analysis Process), as amended, and review of the public and agency 
comments submitted during the 30-day public comment period, I conclude that the 
environmental effects of activities contributing to development of the proposed parking facility 
to service the DC ANG are not significant and that a FONSI is appropriate; therefore, 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement is unnecessary and will not be prepared. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  ______________________________ 
GREG N. URTSO, Colonel, USAF    Date 
Vice Commander, 11th Wing 
 


